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62. m.'PT.f.t. 368(31), ~ 07 ~" 2013 
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MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 


(Department of Telecommunications) 


NOTIFICATION 


New Delhi, the 25th August, 2015 


G.S.R. 653(E).- ln exercise of the powers conferred by section 7 of the Indian Telegraph Act, 1885 

(13 of 1885), the Central Government hereby makes the following rules further to amend the Indian Telegraph 

Rules, 1951, namely:~ 


1. (1) These rules may be called the Indian Telegraph (Amendment) Rules, 2015. 

(2) They shall be deemed to have come into force on the 12th May, 2010. 
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.., In the lndian Telegraph Rules. ·J 951 (hereinafter referred to as the sai d rules).

(a) in rule 525. in sub-rule (2J, in Stream Ill, after i1em (c). the following item shall be insened, namely:

"(dJ (i) For creation of infrastrucrure for providing mobile service!. on lhe route of Amarnath Yatra. the 
capital expenses and operating expenses ne1 of revenue incurred on the project by Bharat Sanchar i\igam 
Limited each year since 2010, shall be funded by the Universal Service Obligation Fund. 

(ii) The funding referred in sub-clause (i) of clause (d) shall continue till such period as the 
Administrator, USOF deem fit. " 

(b) in the said rules, in rule 526, for the words, brackets and letcers "item (ba) and item (c) of clause (iii)", the 
words, brackets and letters "item (ba), item (c) and item (d) of clause (iii)" shall be substituted. 

Explanatory Memorandum.-The Central Government had, on the 12th May 2010, approved for 
nominating Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited to carry out the work of providing connectivity for Shri 
Amarnatb Ji Yatra to be funded by Universal Service Obligatjon Fund (by amending the Indian Telegraph 
Rules). 

Subsequently, Shri Arnarnath Ji Yatra for 2010 and 2011 have been concluded, with Bharat Sanchar 
Nigam Limited providing the telt'.com connectivity along the Yatra route. Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited has 
submitted the claims for amount incurred while providing telecom connectivity along the Yatra route in year 
2010 and 2011. 

According to the mandate of Universal Service Obligatjon in terms of rule 526 of Indian Telegraph 
Rules, 1951, as amended by the Indian Telegraph (Amendment) Rules, 2004, the selection of Universal 
Service Provider shall be made by a bidding process from amongst the eligible operators. However, the 
decision to nominate Bharat Sancbar Nigarn Limited in relaxation of the Universal Service Obligation 
Rules, to carry out the work of providing telecom connectjvity for Amarnath Yatra, was taken by Deparrmem 
of Telecommunications after taking in account the following factors, namely :

(i) remoteness of the area; 

(ii) conunercial non-viability of the scheme; and 

(iii) the national security considerations in Jammu and Kashmir. 

Accordingly, it is decided to amend the Indian Telegraph Rules, 1951 with retrospective effect for 
funding from Universal Service Obligation the expenditure incurred by Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited for 
Slui Arnarnath Ji Yatra for 2010 and 2011. No one will be adversely affected by giving_ retrospective effect to 
the amendment. 

[F. No. 3-12/2012-PHP] 

SHASHl RANJAN KUMAR, Jt. Secy. 

Note 	 The principal rules were published in the Post and Telegraph Manual, Volume 1, Legislative 
Enactment, Part ll, Sixth Edition, and subsequently amended vide notification number 
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