Ministry of Communications & IT 

Department Of Telecommunications

Universal Services Obligation Fund

Sanchar Bhawan, 20 Ashoka Road 

New Delhi – 110001

Invitation of Expression of Interest (EoI) from 

Infrastructure Providers Category-I (IP-I) registered with DoT

for setting up and managing passive infrastructure for

provision of mobile services in rural and remote areas 
The Universal Services Obligation Fund (USOF) intends to launch a scheme for extending financial support for setting up infrastructure for mobile services in rural and remote areas of the country. The support for the scheme is being structured in two parts: 

· Part A - Passive Infrastructure: comprising of shareable components like Land, Tower, Electrical connection, Power back up (for three operators), Boundary wall and Security cabin.

· Part B - Active Infrastructure: comprising of non-shareable components like Base Transceiver Station (BTS) equipment with associated antennas and part of the backhaul. 

Administrator, USO Fund on behalf of President of India invites “Expression of Interest” (EoI) from reputed companies registered in India for Part A of the above said scheme. The detailed document inviting Expression of Interest is available on the Department of Telecommunications website www.dot.gov.in (in ‘Tender’ head under ‘What’s New’). 

The applicant must be registered as Infrastructure Provider Category-I (IP-I) with Department of Telecommunications, having a net worth of minimum Rs. 25 crores and experience of setting up a minimum of 50 Ground Based Towers of more than 25 meters height. Unified Access Services Licensees (UASLs), Cellular Mobile Service Providers (CMSPs) and Basic Service Operators (BSOs) qualify for both Part A and B of the scheme for their respective license areas and are not required to submit an Expression of Interest. 

From the EoIs received, Administrator USO Fund would shortlist companies which would be entitled to participate in Part A of the scheme as described above. The Administrator, USO Fund reserves the right to accept or reject any or all applications without assigning any reason.

The deadline for submission of EOI is 18.09.2006 by 1600 Hrs.
Dy. Administrator (Tech), USOF
