MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

(Department of Telecommunications)

NOTIFICATION

New Delhi, the 18th July, 2008

G.S.R. 547 (E).- In exercise of the powers conferred by section 7 of the Indian Telegraph Act, 1885 (13 of 1885), the Central Government hereby makes the following rules further to amend the Indian Telegraph Rules, 1951, namely:-

1.
(1)
These rules may be called the Indian Telegraph (Amendment) Rules, 2008. 

(2) They shall come into force on the date of their publication in the Official Gazette.

2.
In rule 525 of the Indian Telegraph Rules, 1951 (hereinafter referred to as the said rules), in sub-rule (2), 
in clause (ii), after item (a) the following item (aa) shall be inserted, namely:
“(aa)
For Household Direct Exchange Lines installed prior to 1st day of April 2002, an amount of maximum Two Thousand Crore rupees per annum for a period of three years shall be reimbursed to the eligible operators, from the date the Indian Telegraph (Amendment) Rules, 2008 come into force, for operational sustainability of rural wirelines in lieu of Access Deficit Charges being phased out.”  

3.
In rule 526 of the said rules:

(i)  after the words, brackets and letters “Direct Exchange Lines referred to in item (a)”, the words, brackets and letters  “and item (aa)” shall be inserted.
(ii) for the Explanation, the following Explanation shall be substituted, namely:-  

 “Explanation.- For the purposes of this rule, “eligible operators” means the Basic Service Operators, Cellular Mobile Service Providers, Unified Access Services Licensees,  Infrastructure Providers and Internet Service Providers. 
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